Bonaire is a brilliant place to
windsurf — the incredibly
turquoise, warm, waist deep
waters of Lac Bay provide

the perfect spot for
improvers and intermediates
whilst the waves on the
other side of the reef offer
plenty of challenges for the
more advanced. We've just
returned from our third trip,
and we are already planning
the next onel!

island, just 24 miles fong by 3-T miles wide, and

lies 50 miles north of Venezuela. Semi-arid, the
main vegetatlon Is caclus, divi divi trees and
mangroves. It has a population of 11,000, Dulch is the
official language, but the local tongue is Papiamenty,
and English and Spanish are widely spoken.
The air lemperalure is generally around B2 degrees
Fahrenheil (28 degrees centigrade) and the water 80
degrees Fahrenheit {27 degrees centigrade). Rainfall is
about 22 inches a year. Trade winds blow all year round,
averaging 20-25 knots from January to August and 15-
20 knots from Seplember to December. The wind
generally tends lo decrease around lunch fime, and
picks up again early afternoon.

Part of the Dulch Antilles, Bonaire is an enchanting

Windsurfing

Mozt of the windsurfing takes place from the fing white sands
of Sarabon beach, Lag Bay. (The PWA Warld Chamgianship
Freastyle Finals were held in Lac Bay fast December) The large
waves break an the coral reeds just outside the bay providing
predominanthy a1 water on the inside.  The wind is cross
onshore, there are nocurrents ar abstacles to warmy about and
the warm, waist deap waler is tha mas! amazing, shimmesnng
lurquoise. It is an ideal spot 10 leam, 10 perfect those gybas,
praclice freestyle or just 1o enjoy the sheer pleasure of
"thraping” back and forth. The large waves on the other sids of
the rel creale excellanl condildns for jumps, 16oos amd wave
riding, and can be accessed through the channel ab the
northarn fip of ihe bay.

aretching samg thrae miles lang by one and & half miles wide,
Lac Bay i5 a masing conservaticn area and consequently no
further building develogments are allowed here, so it should
remain unspoi for years (o come,

There are two places where you can rent aquipment at Lac
Bay; bolh offer vp io date kit and lessons, The colowrful Jibs
City s a Fanatiz, BIC, Hi-Fly and Gaastra cenire. [1is extremely
refaxed, and includes the "Hamg Out Bar', where you can
purchase sandwichas, cake and salads and cold bearl The
Windsurt Place nexl goor is cwned by theee Anlfzan windsurd
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champions, including Roger from Aruba who has now maved
his operalion b Bonaire,  Belwseen them they have a hoge
ampunt of experence to ofler. The conlre iz also parGicularly
goad with children, 23 testimony by the falented locals that
can b s2en daing ricks and racing across the water, having
fun. Here you can hire RRD, Pro-Tech and Naigh boards with
Izui, Naish and Hot sails.

Wa fravalled wwith our b sons, Sam 10 and Nic 7, I s
gxtrermely safe and a greal place 10 take children if you ane a
windsurding family,

Other Activities

The Istand is a popular dastination with divers and it is posséle
1o enfer the walers, with ils magnificent array of brighly
calaured fish, diracty from many of the hotels and aparimanls
dlang the west coast, The crystal clear waler has a visibility
avaraging over 100 feet (20m) and frequendly reaching up to
150 feet (30m). Other activilies include kayaking through the
mamgraves, cyvcling, snockeling, bird walching, deep sea
fishing. sailing, swimming, walerskiing, and parasailing or just
simphy relaxing!!

Things to See

Places to wisit include the Washinglon Naliomal Park,
compnsing some 13,500 acres of stunning Nora and fauna,
plus a couple of spols 10 snorkel, IE boasts over a hundred
species of binds, and includes the island’s highest elevation,
Bramdaris Hill at 784 leal, The lerrain is prefly bempy, and oaly
4-wheel dive vehiches with a spare fyre are allewed 1o enter,
but tours are available.

Tha sall flats a1 Pekalmeer arz an impressive sight with the
massive, sparkling while sall mouniaing sel against the
cobauriul takes of deep blug, purple and pink salt pans.

The island is one of he few nesting places in the workd for pink
fartingas, and a special sancluary has baen seb aside and
developed. The cofony Is flourishing with numbers estimated
a1 35-40,000. They are exiremely shy crealures, bui a good
tmi to see them is at the Gotomesr ey mormang o ewening,
and somebmes you can be lucky enowgh 19 be windsurfing
across Lac Bay when a flock fiy over. The odd pelican can
also drop out of the sky whilst you're flying back and forth
across the Bay!l










